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iVtEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Le Due Tho, Special Adviser to the 

North Vietnamese Delegation at the 
Paris Peace Talks 

Xuan Thuy, Minister and Head of North 
Vietnamese Delegation to the Paris Peace 
Talks 

Phan Hien, Member of North Vietnamese 
Delegation to Paris Peace Talks 
Nguyen Dinh Phuong, Interpreter 
Two Notetakers 

Henry A, Kissinger, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff Member 
John D. Negroponte, NSC Staff Member 
Peter W, Rodman, NSC Staff Member 
David A* Engel, NSC Staff Member, interpreter 
Miss Julienne L. Pineau, notetaker 

PLACE: North Vietnamese Residence, 1 1 Rue Darthe, 

Choisy-le-Roi, Paris 

DATE & TIME: August 1, 1972, 9:57 am ^ 6:04 pm 


[There were welcoming handshakes and smiles. The greeting seemed 
perhaps somewhat less warm than at the previous meeting.] 

Dr. Kissinger; [Introducir;;;. his staff members individually]: If you don’t 
agree when we bring our prettiest secretary, there's no hope. [They laugh. ] 
We've done everything. 

[The group then sat down at the table. ] 
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Dr> Kissinger; One technical problem, Mr. Special Adviser. We are 
planning to make the same announcement today at the same time as 
last time, simply stating that I am* meeting with you today and returning 
to Washington tonight. We had agreed on that last time, but we will say 
nothing else. 

Xuan Thuy ; If we draw the experience we have got last time, I wonder 
whether we should do as we did the last time. 

Dr. Kissinger; What happened last time? 

Xuan Thuy: We made the announcement last time in order to avoid 
speculation. But we realized that after the announcement there had 
been a great deal of speculation, and thereafter it was at a press conference 
President Nixon said that we had put forward, or had raised, many military 
questions and political questions. Therefore, I think that perhaps we should 
decide that question after the meeting. , 

Dr. Kissinger; Well, we have two problems. First of all, it isn’t true that 
the President said we have put forward many military and political questions. 
Secondly, the President made no reference at all to the private meetings. 

He said he would not discuss them. It is true there is a great deal of 
speculation, but there will be speculation no matter whether we announce 
it or not. The speculation will begin the minute my absence is discovered. 

Le Due Tho: Last time, in order to show our good will, we agreed with 
Mr. Adviser that there should be announcement. But after the announcement 
was made there had been a great deal of speculation and most of the speculatio 
was not correct. And after that at his press conference President Nixon 
referred to the private meetings and referred to the raising of military 
questions and political questions. President Nixon also referred to the 
question of troop withdrawal, the question of cease-fire, the question of 
release of prisoners of war. Therefore, your promise not to refer to the 
contents of the private meetings and not to refer to any private meetings 
is not kept. And that is why we think an announcement is not advantageous. 

I agree with Minister Xuan Thuy that after we achieve results, then we 
shall consider the announcement. This is due to you and not to us. 
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Dr, Kissinger; Well, Mr. Minister, Mr. Special Adviser, I should have 
thought that sometimes we can keep to an agreement without raising 
frivolous objections. You know very well that since our last meeting 
we have made no reference whatever to our private meetings. You know 
very well that the President, whenever he has a press conference, is 
asked about Vietnam and it is obvious that he expresses his views just 
as the Minister expresses his views when he emerges from Avenue Kleber. 
And just as the spokesman of your Foreign Ministry expresses his views, 
even on our elections, from Hanoi. The President specifically said that 
he would not talk about the details of the negotiations. And he certainly 
made no reference whatever to the private negotiations, except to the fact 
that they were going on, which had already been announced. But I will 
not argue with you. Because I will tell you what our procedure will be, 
and then if you do not want to continue the discussion that is your privilege. 

We have two choices. We can either make a joint announcement which 
is the correct thing to do, or if my absence is discovered, which it 
certainly will be, we will confirm without a formal announcement that I am 
in Paris meeting with you, and nothing else will be discussed, but we will 
not make a formal announcement. I told you last time that the press checks 
my office now every day whether I am there, and it is no longer possible 
for me simply to disappear. 

So this is the practical problem. We will take even more care after 
this meeting than after the last one not to refer to the content of the private 
talks, but we did not refer to them the last time either. I did not say anything I 

and no one else knows anything. 

» 

Le Due Tho: Regarding the private meetings, there were many occasions 
in the past that you revealed or divulged about the private meetings. As to 
us, we always show our good will and serious intent and we never refer to 
the private meetings. The last time we agreed with you to make an announce- 
ment, but after that you referred to the private meetings, and therefore this 
time we don't agree to make such an announcement. But as to you, when 
asked you can make any confirmation you like, and we will do the same, 
but we will not agree with you to make an announcement and we will never 
refer to the contents. 
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Minister, all I want 

to tell you is this. We can either talk seriously here and make real 
progress -- and I must say I thought you came here to negotiate seriously 
from our last meeting -- or else we can use, or you can use, these 
meetings to excite public opinion. I will tell you now as I told you last 
time, if you use these meetings or the others in order to excite our public 
opinion, it will lead to the end of these negotiations. If you want a referend 
in the United States on Vietnam in our election, we are prepared for that 
and you will have to pay for the consequences. So you have two choices, 
either to negotiate seriously with us or to make propaganda. You cannot do 

* 

he Due Tho: You affirm that we are making propaganda and publicity, 
but it is you who has been engaged in doing this more than us. When 
President Nixon made such a statement, he was doing propaganda and 
publicity. As for us, we did no such thing. We would not want anything 
to excite public opinion during the election period because the election of 
the United States is the internal affair of the U. S. and we would not want 
to interfere in it. We are consistently of good will and serious in finding 
a solution to the problem. The rest is up to you. The statement I made the 
last time has shown to you our good will and serious intent to find a solutior 
to the problem. ■ - . 

\ '■ •‘■i •• 

Dr. Kissinger: Your statement last time affirmed your good will and 
serious intent. You have not yet shown it. > 

Le Due Tho: To confirm our good will and serious intent I invite you to 
read again my statement of last time. As to evidence of this good will 
and serious intent, let us go into our discussion and we will see. In 
fact we want to achieve practical results and we do not want to indulge 
in publicity and propaganda. Since we met the last time you should have 
realized that we have been very serious. 

Dr. Kissinger; I have no complaint about our meeting last time -- which 
is more than you have ever granted me, [Laughter] I think the spirit of 
your statement was constructive. Our attitude is constructive. We would 
like to see whether we can achieve an agreement rapidly. 
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You have a similar decision to make. You can join us now in a 
serious effort to reach a negotiated settlement that takes account of 
both sides' concerns. This requires concrete proposals and movement 

from both sides, and a willingness to leave some matters to a political 
evolution. 

Your other choice would be to wait upon events, listening to what 
we have to say without budging from your essential positions. You 
would thus be hoping for one of two things to happen: Either we accept 
all of your demands, which will not happen, or a new President is 
elected in November who will accept all of your demands. 


^ The waiting course would be a serious mistake. You should not 
be misled by temporary Congressional votes -- as you know, they do 
not address political questions at all. 

As for looking towards our elections. You will make your own 
judgment about the prospects of the opposition. I will not discuss our 
domestic politics with you. It is clear, however, that if our election 
turns into a national referendum on Vietnam, you will be gambling for 

high stakes. This Administration's position can only be greatly bolstered 
by such an outcome, ' 

Over recent years, you often have decided to wait, and the objective 
result has been a worsening of your overall position. Even if the opposi- 
tion were to win, could they really execute what they now promise as 
candidates, or if they attempt it will it make a decisive difference by 
January 20, 1973? Over time, the South Vietnamese government and 

military posture will continue to grow stronger, and our influence on any 
settlement will decrease. 

You have often accused us of missing opportunities. But you too 
have often waited too long. The basic mistake in the summer of 1971 
was not this or that agreement, but your basic decision to start the 
negotiations much too late to influence the election. By July 1971 when 

we first talked seriously it was much too late. Do not make that same 
mistake again. 

I therefore hope you will give serious consideration to what has 
been presented. It is not presented on a take-it-or-leave-it basis; we 
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just about every element that we think can contribute to a fair and 

open political process for all forces. The only thing we have not done 
IS to guarantee your side's victory in advance. 

o«,n ^ 'welcome your comments. And I look forward to hearing your 
own concrete proposals. ^ y<jur 

Special Adviser, Kir. Klinistcr mi-** s,* 

.1 , iviA . iviiiiitjter, at our last meeting vou snokp 

TorllT cooperation at Viet Bac at th! end of 

Zl lt^oTtHs ^ w I ^ P^g«" in our relations at 

the end of this war. We share these sentiments. I want to repeat aeain 

2 "•f th.n ,0 * „m‘ , 

n a manner that will respect the interests of all parties and will heal 

the wounds that have been inflicted. Our two countries do not present 
ny long term threat to one another. There is every reason to^rekindle 
the cooperation that existed at the end of a previous war. 

and energies today, 

tnrn r ^ weeks, to find a just settlement that will allow us to ^ 

turn a new page in relations between our two countries and our two 
peoples. That is our attitude. 


[He hands over US Twelve-Point proposal at Tab A. ] 
At least we have not been idle. 


Xuan Thuy: We have been talking rather lengthily. 

We have followed your views with great attention, 
express our views. 


I propose a little break. 
After the break we will 


^ A A V 
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. . ' 6 -‘t'- j. iivy ttiiu LXiuy went upstairs 

to confer privately. The US side and the remaining North Vietnamese 

J: (£ha^, fruit, and cookies) and light 

th- snacks were more lavish and the cha gio somewhat 

thicker than the previous meeting! The break lasted untilT745 p. m 

t'lhte r downstairs, and the group moved to the conference 

table again. J 
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Dr Kissinger: The Special Adviser has correctly explained the difference 
between ou ^^sitions, but we have tried to bridge the difference between 
our positions in two ways. By setting a three -month deadline on the 
aegotiations, so that the other parties would not have an opportunity to 
protract them indefinitely, and by promising a private understanding tha 
we would use our influence to bring those negotiations among the Vietnamese 
n-affiiacj fri A. T>Qsitive conclusioii* 


Le Due Tho: I have only these two questions. 

Now let me express my views. First of all I would like to return 
to the question of bombing of North Vietnam and mining of North Vietnamese 
seaports. Of late the bombings have been stepped up to very great violence. 
Moreover President Nixon has said, made a statement, on the bombing. 
Therefore, I feel I should express some views on that score. After that 
I shall present to you the overall solution of the Vietnam probleni, of t^e 
political problems of Vietnam, to you, a political settlement of the Vietnam 

problem, in a constructive spirit. 

At the last private meetings on Juiy 19 I emphasized that if the 
United States wanted to show good wiU and serious intent in order to bring 

these negotiations to a fruitful result, then the U.S. q” 

mining of North Vietnam. These are actions in violation of the October 19 
engagement of the United States. But since the last private meetings with 
you, the United States has stepped up with great violence its bombard- 
ment throughout North Vietnam, particularly the bombing against the dikes 
and heavily populated areas. U.S. aircraft have stepped up attacks on Hanoi 
and Haiphong, killing a great number of civilians. And of late Presi en 
Nixon affirmed that the bombings are not aimed at the civilian jwp^ation. 

And on July 27, too. President Nixon compared North Vietnam to Hitlerite 
Germany and slandered that North Vietnam was making aggression in 
South Vietnam and was making a policy of massacre of the civilian popu a ion 
in order to impose a communist government in South Vietnarn. Therefore, 
fthe President said] the U.S. has to bombard North Vietnam in order to 
defend the 17 million South Vietnamese just like the United States attacked 
the Germany of Hitler, and if the United States failed to do so it would be 

the greatest immorality. 
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These words and deeds of the U.S. side show that the United 
/ States still wants to pursue a nnost cruel war of aggression against 
our country, and this is in fact th*e greatest immorality. You thought 
that we were weakened now and could not cope with your military 
pressure, and that is the reason why you have stepped up your attacks, 

. to force us to accept your terms. Your assessment of the situation is, 
it is something up to you to do. But in the course of our resistence war, 
and over the past four years of negotiations, we have repeatedly stated 
that your bombs and shells cannot subdue our people. You have been 
overconfident in the power of a bomb and shells. Therefore, you have 
wrongly assessed the situation, the consequences of which are known to 
you. But in the present circumstances once again you wrongly assess 
the situation. , 

Many American personalities, many American journalists, including 
your own friends, visited our country. . . 

Dr. Kissinger; Who's that? 

Le Due Tho: Many of your friends. 

Dr. Kissinger: Jane Fonda? No, I know who you mean. 

Le Due Tho; And they admitted that in spite of certain sacrifices and losses 
you have had, they cannot deny the cohesion and determination of our people 
in the struggle against U.S. aggression. But Jane Fonda is an American. 

Dr. Kissinger: She's prettier than Joseph Kraft. 

Le Due Tho: It is up to you to assess that. I have not met her so I cannot 
evaluate her beauty. 

The United States can use all its might to destroy our country in 
one afternoon, as President Nixon said. But there is one thing that the 
United States can never d. -- that is to smash the determination of our 
people. Therefore, if you fail to show good will in finding a fair solution 
to the Vietnam problem and instead if you continue the bombing and the 
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blockade of North Vietnam and the fierce military activities in South 
Vietnam, this will only increase the hatred and the determination of 
every Vietnamese in fighting against U. S. aggression to secure their 
national fundamental right. And if so, the war cannot be ended and 
more obstacles will be created to these negotiations. 

And while you are indulging in so furious a bombardment, you 
said that if we took advantage of these negotiations to influence the 
elections in the United States you would halt these negotiations until 
after the elections. It is obvious then that when you are threatening us 
and you give yourself the right to take actions at will to freely bombard 
our country, to freely take advantage of these negotiations for the 
purposes of election campaigns, and on the other hand you want to tie 
down our hands, that will not do. 

In our view, in order to bring about good results to these negotiations 
and to rapidly end the war, both sides should create a propitious atmospher 
for the talks. You should not indulge in maneuvers and threats; instead you 
should show good faith and mutual trust, as you said the last time. At the 
same time, you should put an immediate end to the bombardment of 
North Vietnam and blockades of North Vietnamese ports. You should respe 
your October 1968 engagement. If you continue the bombing of North 
Vietnamese cities, densely populated areas, irrigation facilities, dikes 
and dams, to bring about floods in Vietnam, then we will not be able to 
continue to sit with you and talk with you as we are doing now. We shall 
have to reconsider the continuation of this forum of private meetings and 
you will be entirely responsible for this. 

As for us, as I have said, we are consistently of good will and 
seriously desiring to find a fair and reasonable solution to the Vietnam 
problem, beneficial to both sides. 

Now let me speak about our political solution to the Vietnam problem. 

We have carefully studied the views you expressed at the last private 
meeting. Today I would like to state that we take note of certain basic 
principles that you raised at the last private meeting on July 19, 
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First, you said that the United States can coexist with Hanoi. 

Once the war is over, the U.S. has every interest in an independent, 
autonomous, and prosperous Vietnam. 

Second, the U.S. genuinely wants to negotiate a solution which 
respects the independence of Vietnam and which meets the reasonable 
concerns of Vietnam. 

Third, there is no incentive for the United States to maintain troops, 
bases and political predominance in Vietnam. The U.S. does not seek 
an excuse to return to Vietnam. You said the United States has no 
difficulty in accepting a very strict definition of nonintervention in the 
political life of South Vietnam. The U.S. is not tied up with any particular 
politicians or any particular political orientation in South Vietnam. The 
U.S. does not require a pro-American government in South Vietnam. 

Fourth, the U.S. is interested in the political independence and 
neutrality of the Southeast Asian region and not in any bases or alliances 
with the United States. The United States has no intention to keep military 
personnel and bases in Indochina once the war is over. 

Fifth, the U.S. will respect not only the spirit but also the letter, 
not only the formulas but also every nuance of the agreements that will 
be reached. 

Sixth, if the problem is to be resolved, both sides must create 

mutual confidence and show good faith. 

« 

These basic principles are consonant with the views expressed on 
this subject by our side on July 19, 1972. We do wish that the United 
States will respect and fully implement these basic principles. Then 
we shall have an appropriate basis for the finding of a satisfactory 
solution to the discussion and settlement of the Vietnam problem. 

But what is the question crucial to the implementation of these 
basic principles? If we don’t find a solution to this crucial question 
then a settlement to the Vietnam problem cannot be found. Besides 
the total withdrawal of U.S. forces and those of the other foreign countries 
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in the U.S, camp out of Vietnam, then the crucial question is that South 
Vietnam should absolutely have an administration that really insures 
the independence, neutrality and democracy of South Vietnam. At the 
same time, such an administration would insure the restoration of lasting 
peace in Vietnam and contribute an important part to the preservation of 
peace, independence and neutrality in Indochina and in Southeast Asia. 


oo tar, you wanted to separate the military question from the 
political question, but today you have agreed to link the settlement of 
the military question and the political question. We take note of this 
statement. But in the political field there still is a very basic question, 
that is, the political system of South Vietnam. According to you, the 
political questions of South Vietnam should be settled in this way You 
want to let political events of South Vietnam take their natural evolution 
and you affirm you respect the South Vietnamese people's right to self- 

i„ f.c, you wool B I p/wo, a. „.s.-puU 

administration in South Vietnam, and you are unwUling to accept the ^ 
formation of a three-segment government of national concord in South 
Vietnam. We are of the view that the United States is responsible for the 
present political situation of South Vietnam. This is something undeniable. 
Because over the past 20 years the United States has been forming, nurturini 
an administration in South Vietnam completely controlled by the United State.- 
nd that is why the U.S. should now discuss together with us and settle 
the question of consequences of the political situation in a reasonable and 
logical way in order to insure lasting peace in South Vietnam. 

% 

^ It is incorrect, in fact, to say that you wanted to let the political 
situation of South Vietnam take its natural evolution. Because over the 

fw experience we have seen, there was no moment 

a the political situation of South Vietnam could take its natural evolution. 

c statement to let the political situation in 

South Vietnam take its natural evolution, then the situation will develop 
in accordance with your Vietnamization program. This is something 
unacceptable. That is why the United States should together with us 

resolve the political consequences the United States has caused in South 
Vietnam. 
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We have many times pointed out that the maintenance of the 
Saigon administration under U.S. orders prevents the cessation of the 
war, prevents the end of U.S. involvement. It cannot end the U.S. 
involvement in the internal affairs of South Vietnam. It cannot insure 
independence and democracy in South Vietnam. And when you are still 
maintaining the Saigon administration, how can you say that you don’t 
require a pro-American government in Saigon? How can you say that 
you are prepared to respect an independent Vietnam, and how can you 
put in practice the basic principles I have just mentioned? 

Only when the genuinely democratic tri-segment government of 
national concord is formed, then the politically really progressive and 
democratic development of South Vietnam niay be ensured. The people 
of South Vietnam who have fought for scores of years demand not only 
the total withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Vietnam and those 
of other foreign countries of the U.S. camp from South Vietnam, but 
they also require a political system really democratic and progressive 
in South Vietnam. And only in this way can we have genuine peace and 
independence in South Vietnam. Therefore, in our view, in order to 

find a peaceful settlement to the problem, this question is the crucial 
one. 

The political solution you have just presented today -- we feel 
that there is no difference between this new proposal and the proposal 
on the political question in your former Eight-Point proposal. Therefore, 
due to this way of appraising the problem, we feel that the United States 
and us, we should settle all the military questions and political questions 
before we proceed to a cease-fire. As for you, you hold that you and we, 
we shall make steps in the settlement of the military questions and the 
political questions, particularly to make only one step in the settlement 
of the military question and then proceed to a cease-fire, and the second 
step in the settlement of the Vietnam problem will be left to the Vietnamese 
parties. 

Although you have proposed a certain limit for the settlement 
between the Vietnamese, but after the cease-fire there is a possibility 
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that the settlement will drag on. And when the settlement drags on and 
no solution is found, then there is a possibility of the resumption of 
hostilities. Therefore, our approach is the one aimed at achieving real 
peace, independence and democracy, and durable peace, independence, anc 
democracy in South Vietnam. Not only peace in Vietnam but also peace 
throughout Southeast Asia. As to your approach, as I have just said, it ma 
present the possibility of the resumption of the war, and, if so, it is not 
at all beneficial to both sides. Therefore, in our negotiations between you 
and us regarding the timing of the cease-fire there still remains great 
difference. 

If you are really desiring to settle the problem we are prepared to 
do so with you and to find with you the means and full guarantees for the 
implementation of the basic principles I have just recalled here. In this 
spirit today I would like to present in a comprehensive way an overall 
solution to the Vietnam problem. I am making a new initiative, in order 
to bring these talks to good results. 

First, I would like to speak about the military questions. You 
have agreed with us now that the United States would completely withdraw 
from South Vietnam all U. S. troops and those of other foreign countries 
in the U. S. camp in South Vietnam, without leaving behind any advisers, 
any military personnel or other foreigners, and the United States will 
dismantle all military bases in South Vietnam. 

Regarding the timing, the period, for the total withdrawal of U.S, 
troops and troops of other foreign countries in the U.S. camp, we have 
examined your proposal to withdraw completely all U.S, forces within 
four months after the agreement is reached. Now we don’t ask for a 
terminal date for the total withdrawal of the U.S, forces and those of 
other foreign countries. But we move that the U.S. troop withdrawal 
should be completed within one month after the signing of the final 
agreement. Now there are only about 30, 000 American troops left. 

From now until we reach agreement then you will continue to withdraw 
your forces, and when we reach agreement when there is a cease-fire 
then there will be very few left. 
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gr. Kissinger: Your colleague, the Minister, relapses every once 
m a while and asks for a date, [laughs] At the last plenary session. 

That’s just to confuse poor Ambassador Porter* flauffhterl No I 
understand you. * 


L e Due Tho: So our proposal in comparing it with the past is now flexible. 
Dr. Kissinger: I understand. 


J..e Due 1 ho; 


Ana It you withdraw your forces in one month, then a number 
of captured military men will be released very quickly. If you adopt 

the four-month period for withdrawing, then the release of prisoners 
Will be prolonged. , 


~ . Kissinger: Do I understand that the Special Adviser is saying 
the prisoners will be released side by side with the withdrawal? 

I ^ Due Tho: I am coming to that. Therefore, the release of captured 
military men and civilians on both sides captured in Vietnam will 
be carried out side by side with the withdrawal and will be completed on 
the same day as mentioned for the troop withdrawal. So our proposal 

in this connection is more positive than yours, although there is a difference 
in the number of months for withdrawal. 


Dr. Kissinger: No. I understand. The concept is the same 
the Minister can't make his joke anymore about a free meal 
[laughter] 


That means 
tomorrow. 


li£_2u£_3^: Last tirne you also mentioned, expressed the desire to end 
all U.S. involvement in Vietnam and not to return again to Vietnam. 

Dr. Kissinger: Right, 

~ Therefore, the United States should make a solemn pledge 

that after the cessation c: military activities in the two zones of Vietnam 
and after the withdrawal of U.S. forces as agreed, the United States 
would refrain from introducing again U.S. forces and other foreign 
troops to Vietnam again, refrain from interfering in the internal affairs 
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Saigon administration will be designated by the Saigon administration 
without Nguyen Van Thieu. Now the third segment is composed of 
persons of various political and religious tendencies in South Vietnam 
including those who have to live in exile abroad for political reasons, 
belonging neither to the PRG nor to the Saigon administration. These 
people stand for a peaceful, independent, neutral and democratic 
South Vietnam that is neither socialist like North Vietnam nor a neo- 
colony of the United States, but these people stand for a progressive 
democratic regime in South Vietnam. They stand for South Vietnam 
pursuing a foreign policy of peace, independence, and neutrality. This 
segment will be proposed in common agreement by the PRG and the 
Saigon administration. These three segments are equal in right to each othe 
and are in the same proportions. 

I 

The provisional three-segment government of national concord will 
carry out the tasks of the period from the restoration of peace to the 
holding of general elections in South Vietnam. This government will have 
full power in dealing with domestic affairs as well as in dealing with foreign 
affairs. Its tasks are: 

-- first, to implement the agreement signed by the parties. 

-- second, to realize a peaceful, independent, neutral and democratic 
South Vietnam. 

Now I speak of the internal tasks of this government. First, this 

government should: 

» 

-- insure the democratic liberties, particularly the provisions of 
Article 14(c) of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam; 

--to realize national concord; 

-- to organize free^-^nd democratic general elections in South 
Vietnam; 

--to elect a constituent national assembly and to form a 
definitive government; 


-- to take care of the stabilization of the people’s life after the war. 
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In this way we have shown our good will and serious intent in solving 
the problem -- it is evident. But as to comparing your proposal, you only 
make a small step. 

The next time you should respond to our proposal. Now, besides 
these two military and political questions, a solution should be found to 
a series of other questions. 

First, the question of reunification of Vietnam and the question of 
relationship between the two zones. I have nothing to add -- the proposals 
we have made in our Nine and Seven Points are still valuable [valid] and in 
this case you have said also that you agreed to them. But on the question 
of timing for the reunification of Vietnam, we move that the Vietnamese 
parties will discuss on that question. 

Dr. Kissinger: But when? 

Le Due Tho; The Vietnamese parties should discuss the timing of it. 

We don't propose any specific time. This will come up at the negotiation. 

Now, regarding the healing of the wounds of war. I feel that the 
United States has a responsibility in this question of healing the wounds of 
war. You previously, Mr. Adviser, raised the question of aid to the 
whole of Indochina with a sum of $7. 5 billion. In our view this amount is 
no longer satisfactory. Because you have resumed the bombing against 
Vietnam, you have mined our ports, causing great losses to us. Now we 
propose $8 billion for the two zones of Vietnam -- $4. 5 billion for North 
Vietnam and $3. 5 billion for South Vietnam. This sum is not to be 
reimbursed. For you this sum is not considerable. You have spent hundre( 
of billions of dollars in the Vietnam war; we have suffered great losses ove: 
the past decades *«- there are two wars of destruction waged by the United 
States against us. We had been building our country for 10 years when you 
launched the air war. We had no sooner rehabilitated when you resumed the 
bombing. Let alone the question of material losses, but the human losses 
are very great. No sum can redeem human lives. For you this sum is not 
great. 


Five, we both sides have agreed on the principle that there will be 
international control and supervision as well as international guarantees. 
We shall go into discussions of the details about the composition of the 
body, the tasks and organization of the body. 
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Six, now regarding the cease-fire in Vietnam, After the agreement 
and the signing of the final agreement on all military and political questions 
in Vietnam, a standstill cease-fire will take place under international 
control and supervision. 

Seventh, the 1954 Geneva Agreement on Indochina and those of 
1962 on Lfaos should be respected. The people of each Indochinese country 
will settle themselves their own internal affairs without foreign interference 
The problems existing among the Indochinese countries will be settled by 
the Indochinese parties on the basis of mutual respect for the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity of each other and without interference in 
each other's internal affairs. 

Regarding the question of prisoners of war throughout Indochina, 
regarding the question of cease-fire throughout Indochina, we are only 
competent to settle the question concerning Vietnam, As to the question 
concerning Cambodia and Laos, this will be settled by the competent 
parties of Cambodia and Laos, We cannot speak for them. However, we 
are of the view that the settlement of the Vietnam problem will create 
a favorable condition for the settlement of problems of your interest. As w< 
have already said, the problems among the Indochinese countries should be 
settled by the Indochinese themselves. But we firmly believe after the 
solving of the Vietnam problem the problems in other countries can be 
easily settled. This is the overall solution I propose. 

In reviewing the negotiations we have had here, I feel that we 
have come to agree with each other in principle on a number of questions, 
although the details still need further discussion. These are the questions 
on which we have agreed in principle: 

First, the U.S. undertakes to withdraw completely all U.S, forces 
and those of the other countries in the U.S. camp from South Vietnam, 
to put an end to the U.S. involvement in Vietnam, and the U.S, undertakes 
not to return to Vietnam again. 
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Now point three, in the course of negotiating, the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and the United States have the responsibility to 
settle together the hindrances and the difficulties arising among the 
parties. After the agreement in all the above-mentioned forums on the 
overall settlement, including military questions and political questions, 
an overall agreement will be signed. Besides the overall agreement 
there may be bUateral agreement or tripartite agreements. Immediately 
after the signing of the overall agreement the cease-fire will immediately 
come into force and the provisions of the agreement will come into force. 

Among the forums of negotiation I have just mentioned, the forum 
between you and us is very important. Because only a settlement at this 

forum between you and us then we open the way for negotiation among 
other forums. 

* 

I have presented to you in a comprehensive way our overall proposal 
and a way to conduct negotiations, a very practical way. This shows our 
serious attitude and good will. And we will expect from you the same 
attitude of good will and serious intent. And, as you say, there should be 
good faith and mutual trust to come to good results. So at this private 
meeting I have raised the question of principles and specific questions. 

We have shown good will, flexibility, and forthcomingness in both 
military questions and political questions. In the military questions we 
have shown flexibility in the question of timing. Regarding the political 
questions we have shown great flexbility. 

Dr. Kissinger: Did the Minister agree to this timing or did he have to 
be forced? 

Xuan Thuv ; We have agreed between us! 

Le Due Tho; In the political field we have agreed that Nguyen Van Thieu 
will resign only after the solution but ther e should be a change of policy. 

And besides that we have proposed a good way to conduct negotiations 
and then to open a forum between the Saigon administration and the PRG. 

And along with the contents of our proposal, this proposal on the forums 
removes the roadblock on negotiating to come to a settlement of the problem 
and rapidly to come to an end of the war, to peacefully settle the Vietnam 
problem in the interest of both sides for the Vietnamese people, for the 
American people and for peace in general. 
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I would like to repeat once again, in order to show your good will and a 
serious attitude, you should end the bombing of North Vietnam, the bombing 
against cities, densely populated areas, irrigational facilities that might 
cause floods and great losses to our people. The continuation of such actiont 
will create obstacles to these negotiations. This is what I would like to 
repeat very seriously. 

We expect that you will carefully study and seriously respond to our views 
with a positive and constructive attitude. We are prepared to listen to you 
and discuss your proposals. What you have said today we shall further 
study. But I should say that in the political questions you have not brought 
anything new. Next time I would like to hear from you the positive and 
constructive views of yours. 

We can say that our demand in these political questions regarding the three - 
segment provisional government of national concord is very responsive to 
the real situation of South Vietnam, responding not only to the people of 
South Vietnam in general -- but also the forces in opposition to the present 
Saigon administration are also demanding a government of national concord. 
So it does not mean that we want to impose a communist government on 
South Vietnam, which you keep on repeating, sir. How can such a govern- 
ment impose a communist government? So I wish that you will seriously 
respond to our views. But I should repeat that your proposal does not 
contain anything very encouraging. I hope next time you will come with 
more positive and more constructive proposals. 

Xuan Thuy; So the view that Special Adviser Le Due Tho has just expressed 
embodies comprehensive proposals in ten points. So you have two points 
more than our proposal. This is the Vietnamese text and the English 
translation, an unofficial translation. [He hamds over the texts at Tabs B 
and C. ] 

Dr. Kissinger; All right. 

Xuan Thuy : The ten points of the solution [Tab B] and the proposal of the 
way to conduct negotiations [Tab C]. 

Dr. Kissinger : Are you finished? 

Le Due Tho: I have finished. 
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Dr. Kissinger: Mr, Minister and Mr. Special Adviser, I will not follow 
your procedure of saying that you have not presented anything of significanc- 
We believe that we have made a significant proposal, but we believe also 
that you have made a significant proposal. I am assuming that your propose 
is not put forward as an ultimatum any more than our proposal is put forwat 
as an ultimatum. We must, of course, study it with great care cind then 
will make a serious effort to find ways of reconciling it with our proposal. 
And I am assuming you will make a serious effort to find means of reconcili: 
the two proposals, because only on this basis will we come to a settlement. 

For now, I would like to propose that I want to make a very brief comment 
on your initial statement, then with your agreement I would like to ask for 
a brief break. Then I would like to ask you for explanation of certain points 
that are not clear to me, so when the President studies it we can save time 
by my not having to come back to you. And then with your approval I propos 
that the meeting adjourn. 

With respect to the first point, about the bombing and military activity. 

I understand why your official propaganda emphasizes so much the bombard- 
ment of the dikes. I think we both know that this is not our policy. We 
have no intention of producing floods in North Vietnam. And any bombing 
of dikes is accidental. 

With respect to the bombing in general, it is . . .we are prepared, as I 
have pointed out to you last week, to agree to a ceasefire of a temporary 
nature to createthe best atmosphere for these negotiations. Another possibili 
is that as we make progress in these negotiations and approach the possibilib 
of a final settlement that we agree on a significant mutual reduction of 
military activity without a formal ceasefire. As we make progress in these 
negotiations we are prepared to show our good will. 

As for the particular comments that may be made, it is of course very 
difficult, when there is an electoral campaign and one party attempts to 
make Vietnam an issue, to avoid statements that may be very strong. But 
we have noted what you b-ve said and we will take it very seriously into 
account. 

As for us, we will not use these negotiations for political purposes. We 
are meeting with you here because we seriously want to end the war as 
rapidly as possible. History will last much longer than this political 
campaign. And as the Special Adviser said last time, if we can end this 
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war this will be our greatest reward, and not a headline in a newspaper. 
And now, if the Special Adviser and Minister would agree to maybe fifteen 
minutes' interruption^ and then I -would like to ask some questions so I cam 
give the President the best possible explanation of your plan. 

Xuan Thuy ; Please let me speak a few sentences and then we shall have 
the break. Today, Dr. Kissinger has put forward a twelve-point proposal. 
We, we put forward a ten-point proposal. Of course, we should give a 
careful study to these proposals. So that after each meeting some progres: 
is recorded to our talks. But I would like to refer to a word of Special 
Adviser Le Due Tho, saying that in your proposal there is not a great step 
forward. He means by that your proposals regarding the political question. 
On this question, you have spoken about the political question now, you 
have made some changes to the political question in comparison with your 
former Eight Points -- but in the main, you still want the Saigon administrj 
tion, the Saigon regime. And precisely it is this point which prevents the 
progress of our talks. I would like to point out this point so that in the 
study of each other's proposal we should pay attention to that point. 

The second point, regarding the bombing of North Vietnam. In our view 
you have violated or acted against the engagement you made in October 196f 
That is why Special Adviser Le Due Tho has stressed on that point. As to 
the bombing and the destruction of many portions of dikes, this is a fact. 
Whether they are accidental or they are intentional, they are facts and we 
have figures, statistics on that. 

As to the elections in the United States, it is always our view that this is 
an internal affair of the Americans. It is up to the Americcui people. We 
don't take advantage of your election. 

Dr. Kissinger: But the spokesman of your foreign office hasn't understood 
that yet. 

Xuan Thuy : They just make a statement, not in an intention to influence 
your elections. Just like 'he press in Vietnam, the press in France, they 
are talking about the election in the United States. Let the American people 
decide their own affairs. 

Dr. Kissinger: Let your spokesman say what he wants; he is actually helpir 
us by making these statements. So it is a matter of indifference to me. 
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Le Due Tho: Let me add a word about the bombing of the dikes. Wliy we 
have stressed the bombing of the dikes. You should bear in mind it is now 
the rainy season, the flood season. At present the level of water is high 
enough. Now please imagine that while we are talking here, if the floods 
happen and create the death and starvation of tens of thousands of people, 
how can we continue to talk with you? Ever^yone has a conscience or 
common sense. And we are Vietnamese. We are the victims of such 
floods. Yesterday the bombing of yours against Haiphong destroyed 400 
houses, and how many people have been killed by this bombing -- the 
bombing against such a city without any military significance or targets 
there? And I am not alone in telling you this; the whole vrorld is speaking o 
it. So it is inadmissible that you continue such actions. And I wonder 
whether you want that after the time of the war, the settlement of the war, 
do you want that relationship between our country and you will be good 
relations? It is our wish that after the restoration of peace the relation- 
ship between the Vietnamese people and your people will be a good 
relationship. But if you continue to perpetrate such actions against our 
people this is not beneficial, [not only] for the present, but for the long- 
time period to come. This is one' thing I would like to frankly tell you. 

Dr. Kissinger: We repeat the offer we have made for either a temporary 
cessation of military actions or a significant reduction of military actions 
by both sides. As for the dikes, I have noted what you have said and we 
will pay special attention to the avoidance of floods. 

Le Due Tho: Mr. Nixon himself affirmed that he did not target cities or 

densely populated areas. But the bombings happen there, with great 

humcin losses of the civilians. 

» 

Dr. Kissinger: Shall we take a brief break for fifteen minutes? 

[The meeting was interrupted for a break at 4:08 p. m. and resumed at 
4:27 p. m. ] 

Dr« Kissinger: You spoke longer than I, but I will admit you spoke constru 
tively. To use a phrase I had heard before, not yet concrete enough, [laugi 

Le Due Tho: You demand too much. 


Dr. Kissinger: After what I have learned from the Special Adviser, no 
other country can possibly negotiate with me. I know now how to wear dowi 
people, [laughter] 
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Dr, Kissinger; You are the expert with journalists; you have more 
influence with Kraft and Anthony Lewis and Salisbury than I do! Well, 
the first possibility is that we don**t agree at all. The second possibility 
is that we agree to a formal statement. The third possibility is that we 
agree to some neutral formulation which does not specify this content but 
that you and we would have a private understanding that we would encourage 
this outcome in the negotiations. 

Le Due Tho : We shall discuss this question later. But on our proposal 
of the four forums, what are your views? 

Dr. Kissinger : I think it has constructive possibilities. I think it's a 
constructive proposal. I don't want to make the Special Advisor over^ 
confident! If I praise him too much. . .1 think it has good possibilities. 

Le Due Tho ; We are always prompted by revolutionary optimism, [laughter 

The period from the formation of the three -segment provisional 
government until the election of the definitive government, you spoke about 
the timing. What timing do you have in mind? 

Dr. Kissinger : I haven't thought about it. From our point of view, and 
for the reasons I gave you before, the longer the interval between our with- 
drawal and the definitive political settlement the better it is, and I am 
speaking very honestly with you. 

Le Due Tho; What is the reason for that position? 

* 

Dr. Kissinger : The reason is what I gave you before. We would like the 
final outcome to be seen as resulting from Vietnamese decisions and not 
from anything we did ourselves. We would like our attentions nationally 
to be turned away from Vietnam before. So our intention is quite the 
opposite of what you suspect. 

Your concern, Mr, Special Adviser, is that after a settlement we 
will want to continue to intervene in Vietnam. Our intention is that after 
a settlement we want to reduce the national concentration on Vietnam and 
turn it to other matters. If you don't understand this you will really be 
making great mistakes. In this, this has to be our national policy. 
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Lc D ue Tho ; This is what I wanted to believe, that you will give up 
interfering in Vietnam. 

Kissinger ; This is our firm intention, not because of any agreement 
we sign but because of the history of the last 20 years. And this is why 
it is in your interest to be patient. I think you can ask friends of yours 
who have negotiated with us. I may be a difficult negotiator but I have 
never misled anyone who has negotiated with us. 

In the provinces, what happens when this government is formed? Do they 
also have a three-part government? Or what happens there? 

Le Due Tho ; In the localities, those localities controlled by the PRG, 
they will have an administration controlled by the PRG. Those controlled 
by the Saigon administration, they will be an administration of the Saigon 
administration, but in the contested areas there will be established a 
three-segment local administration. But all these various administrations 
have to obey the three -segment government, the central three-segment 
government. 

Kissinger: I understand. Now, I have understood your points and 
we will study them with the greatest care. I hope that the Special Adviser 
and the Minister will study our proposals, what I have said in answer to 
his clarifying questions earlier, and what I have said in explanation of 
our general attitude just now. These are important statements. They are 
not made to score points; they are made to help your understanding, 
because we want to make rapid progress. 

Now I have a number of technical questions. First, what should 
they be talking about at Avenue Kleber? 

Xuan Thuy : Make recommendations ! 

Dr. Kissinger; Well, we can continue the exploration of the May 8th 
proposal and of the Seven Points and their Two Elaborations, [laughter] 

But perhaps after the next meeting we can switch these items on which 
we have agreed to the Avenue Kleber forum, with the understanding that 
anything that will be decided there will be provisional depending on the 
solution of the political questions. 
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Le Due Tho: The last time you made the same statement but it turned 
out otherwise. 

* 

Dr. Kissinger ; But we didn't. Now, Mr. Special Adviser, you are going \ 
to make me angry again. All the President did was to refer to the fact 
a meeting had taken place. He did not describe the content. However, 
because of your extraordinary sensitivity, we will avoid even such 
references. 

It would be helpful if we could reply to a question, simply because 
we gave it last time, to respond to a question about the length of the j 

meeting, without any comments. 

Le Due Tho; I think that you should not mention the length of the meeting. 
You can say only the existence of the meetings. The reason is until 
we reach the full settlement and then we shall discuss how we shall make 
them public, it is better. \ 

i 

Dr. Kissingert All right, all this is fine, I agree. Now if the President ; 
gives a press conference and somebody asks him, "Are there private 
meetings?" he will have to say yes. But we will not volunteer any other 
comments. 

Le Due Tho : No further comment and no mention of the content. 

Dr. Kissinger ; That is agreed. 

Le Due Tho ; No mention of the length of the meeting. 

Dr. Kissinger ; No mention of the length of the meeting. 

Le Due Tho ; May I add a few words before we part? 

Dr. Kissinger; Please. 

X - 

Le Due Tho: Today we have shown our good will and we have made con- 
structive proposals. We think you should pay attention to our proposals, 
particularly the political questions. Particularly in the political questions 
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including the formation of the three-segment government of national ' 

concord. In our view this is a very reasonable and logical proposal 

and It meets the aspirations, the -real situation in South Vietnam 

Because if we fail to settle this question it will be difficult to make 
progress. 

„ 2!.® our good will in regard to the resignation of Nguyen 

>. fV,^ c please pay attention to our demand of a change of policy 

by the Saigon administration so as to create favorable conditions for the^ 
talks between the PRG and the Saigon administration. 

another thing I would like to particularly draw your attention to 
IS the bombing of North Vietnam, the mining of North Vietnam, the 
bombing of North Vietnamese densely populated areas. This is a legi- 

„ V® ^ "umber of specific questions about the 
wording, for instance, 'the war of aggression, " when we come to the 
agreement, then we shall discuss the wording. 

Regarding the prisoners of war in Indochina, in the settlement of the 
problem we think we should respect the right of the Indochinese parties. 
But we are firmly convinced that the settlement of the Vietnam problem 
wll create favorable conditions for the settlement of all these questions. 

in °r * difficulties. I don't know about the details but I think that 

in Cambodia or in Laos the number of American prisoners is very small 
There are basically none at all. There is no reason when we settle with ’ 
you much greater questions, why we can't settle much smaller questions 

a very small number of prisoners. What is the purpose of that? 

Now another question, about the damages. We should discuss later 

how this question should be solved. This is one of the great questions. 

Because great destructions have been caused by the war. Since the 

conclusion of the Geneva Conference nearly 20 years have passed and the 

war IS going all the time. The destruction, the damages, are very great 

losses are very great. And this is one of the conditions we have to discuss 

togefter. This is one of our demands, but also the demand of our entire 

people. And I believe that is also the thinking of the American people 

00 -- the American people think that you should assume the responsibility 

to heal the wounds of war. So I would propose you to give particular 
attention to that. 
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